
 
Use of the Guralp Handheld Control Unit (HCU aka GCU). 
 
“4.2 The handheld control unit“ below is an extract from the most recent Guralp CMG-3T 
Operator’s guide. Please read it and the additional tips: 
 
> When using the functions Lock, Unlock, or Center the Enable toggle switch must be held 
simultaneously, a full 7 seconds for newer 3T’s , and you will see the red LED light up. (If the 
LED lights immediately, it is an older 3T and either way, the switches can be released once the 
LED is lit.)  
 
> Newer 3T’s (w/ 7-second Enabling) Lock, Unlock, or Center functions are in order timewise:  
Z, then N/S,  then E/W.  
Older 3T’s (instant Enabling) Lock, Unlock, or Center functions are in order timewise: Z, then 
E/W, then N/S. 
 
> Any of the functions require several minutes to complete and the LED will remain lit during 
that time. For example an unlocking sequence lasts approx 3 min and can take up to 5 min. 
 
> Once you initiate an Enable/Lock, wait several minutes for the masses of all three components 
to approach 8 to 9 Volts; the Vertical component will take longer than the horizontals to reach 
maximum value; allow several minutes. We recommend repeating the Enable/Lock function as a 
further check. If the 3T was completely locked after the first Enable/Lock, any subsequent 
Enable/Lock of the locked sensor will cause the LED to flicker very briefly (less than a second). 
If the locking process was incomplete, you will see several seconds of LED lights. Reheck the 
mass positions and try Enable/Lock again, looking for the very brief flicker.  
 
> Bear in mind: all the LED lighting will be very difficult to see in direct sunlight. 
 

 
 



 
 

 
 



 


